
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  
 

October 12, 2021 - media notified 
 

 
      The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. Zaccardelli at 7:00 p.m.   

R/C:  DePasquale-present; Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present; 
Fiscal Officer Laura Steimle-present. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  
 
Mr. DePasquale made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 13, 2021 
Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.  
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
 
Mr. DePasquale made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 22, 2021 
Special Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 
Mr. Schweikert made a motion to approve the warrant report as presented.   
Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 
R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli presented Mr. Raymond Fantozzi, our Zoning Inspector, with a 
proclamation in honor of his 2021 induction into the Greater Akron Baseball Hall of 
Fame.  Several pictures were taken.  The board offered their congratulations to Raymond 
Fantozzi.   
 
Brian Ripley, Macedonia Fire Chief, was introduced by Mr. Zaccardelli.  Chief Ripley 
shared they celebrated their 100th Anniversary of the Fire Department.  The firefighters 
and their families and the elected officials of three different communities made this 
possible.  It’s only been five years and counting for Sagamore Hills, but a fifteen-year 
contract has just been signed.  This is huge for the entire region.  Sagamore Hills was 
very important in their forward thinking to do a fifteen-year contract.  Chief Ripley 
presented tumblers with a challenge coin to the board.  The tumblers were provided by 
Spitzer Chevy as a donation.   
 
Chief Ripley thanked the board for their support over the last five years, and is looking 
forwarded to fifteen more years. 
 
Chief Ripley said there is a captain and a lieutenant on every shift.  Mr. Snell said we 
have a full-time person that is in charge at our station and Northfield Center and another 
person at station one.  This was made possible by the contract. 
 
Chief Ripley said that John Zaccardelli will be attending the program “Feel the Heat” on 
Saturday at the Wayne County Regional Training Facility.  He will spend about five 
hours as a firefighter.   
 
The board thanked Chief Ripley for coming to the meeting. 
  
RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-50 in honor of Raymond 
Fantozzi’s 2021 induction into the Greater Akron Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
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Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-51 a then and now for 
the Fire Department for insurance.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-52 a six-month 
moratorium on medical marijuana dispensaries and related operations. Seconded by Mr. 
Schweikert. 
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
 
Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-53 adopting a depositing 
public money policy pursuant to O.R.C. Section 9.38.    Mr. Schweikert stated the 
adoption of this policy was due to the fact the current fiscal officer found a check in the 
safe that was from 2015 for a zoning application.  Mr. Schweikert said this stemmed 
from the fact that we finally got the combination to the safe and found the check.  We 
cannot cash the zoning check. Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli clarified that the zoning inspector had put the check into the safe, but 
only the fiscal officer at that time had access to the safe. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Police  
Mr. DePasquale reported for September 2021 the Police Department handled 501 calls 
for service.  Officers handed out 876 “Patrolled Your Area Cards” and completed 820 
community policing checks. 
 
The Investigative Section received twenty-four (24) investigations for the month and 
closed all except for four (4) of them one (1) PR calls were made.  Our Therapy Dog 
“Annie” made 34 appearances throughout the community. 
 
The Police Chief received three (3) commendation/appreciation letters from residents, 
praising members of the Department for their dedication to duty.    
 
Officers continued EOPOTA training, a Sergeant completed sixteen (16) hours of 
SWAT Training.  Nineteen (19) total hours of training. 
  
Fire 
Mr. DePasquale reported for September 2021 there were 151 EMS calls and 24 Fire for 
Macedonia Station #1; 90 EMS calls and 12 Fire for Sagamore Hills Station #2; 47 EMS 
calls and 11 Fire for Northfield Center Station #3.  There was mutual aid in 3 times and 
out 12 times.  There was a total of 347 calls for the month of September. 
 
Roads 
Mr. Schweikert spoke to Dave Smith today and he informed Mr. Schweikert that 
hopefully tomorrow afternoon they would start on Hemlock in Greenwood Village.  
Chagrin Paving started about five weeks ago.  They did a preliminary on Houghton, 
Nesbitt and Cranberry, but they never did any preliminaries on Hemlock.  Tomorrow 
they are supposed to start that about noon.  Mr. Schweikert believes why we are so far 
behind on this is because Chagrin Paving probably won a lot of bids and we got bumped 
to the end of the line.   This should have been completed fourteen days ago.  Mr. 
Schweikert said next year when we go out for bids, we are going to put in a lot of heavy 
penalties.  They were given the benefit of the doubt this year and last year because of 
COVID.  No more benefits. 
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The service department is looking into swapping the one ton.  We sold the five ton on 
auction for $30,000.  The plan is to take that money and sell the one ton.  Hopefully get  
 
$10,000 or $15,000 for the one ton and put it towards a new one ton.  The one we have right 
now is twenty years old.  Right now, there is nothing to purchase.  We might have up to 
$40,000 to buy new equipment.  A new one ton should be around $70,000. 

 
Zoning 
Mr. Zaccardelli reported in the last 30 days Mr. Fantozzi has issued eight permits for a total 
of $3,125.00.   
 
The zoning commission forwarded to the trustees some recommendations for zoning 
changes to the zoning resolution.  A date for a public hearing needs to be set.  The 
recommendation for the public hearing is Tuesday, October 26, 2021.  Mr. Zaccardelli 
asked what time would be good.  The board agreed on 9:00 a.m., October 26, 2021.  The 
board also agreed to have a regular meeting immediately following the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Snell gave a review of the situation with the house at 1390 Romane.  There was a brief 
discussion. 
 
TRUSTEE REPORTS 
Mr. DePasquale reported the charging stations are up and running.  Mr. DePasquale thanked 
Laura for all of the extra work she had to do.  Mr. DePasquale apologized.   Laura had to set 
everything up with Charge Point to set the rate that people will be charged when they use 
the charging stations.  The township gets reimbursed for the power that is used.   The paving 
has been completed in the parking lot where it was dug up.  The grass has been planted. 
 
Working with J.T., the quote for the lighting by the charging stations was approved by 
NOPEC.  Hopefully this project will be completed by the end of the month provided the 
materials get shipped on time. 
 
Mr. Schweikert announced Halloween will be celebrated on October 31, 2021, 6-8 pm.  All 
the communities agreed on this date, no changes will be made. 

 
Fiscal Office 
Ms. Steimle reported the Fiscal Officer’s September 2021 report had a starting balance of 
$7,067,323.41, plus receipts of $2,263,732.30, minus expenditures of $570,697.22 (which 
includes memo receipts of $92,956.84), plus pending warrants of $477,740.38 with an ending 
balance of $8,760,358.49.   
 
Mr. Zaccardelli reported the boy scouts started the bocce court renovation patio in the park.  
They planted five trees.  Mr. Zaccardelli contacted Dave Bender of Euthenics and gave him 
the information.  This project should be completed within the next week or two.  They put in 
the composite benches and posts.   
 
Mr. Zaccardelli received an email from the Cuyahoga Valley National Park indicating they are 
going to remove a few houses on W. Highland Road.  It is the house at the end of the hill at 
the bottom of the road by the ski lodge.  Mr. Zaccardelli sent an email to Karen from the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park and she called Mr. Zaccardelli today.  Mr. Zaccardelli 
brought to her attention a vacant home at the top of the hill, 840 W. Highland Road.  It is 
really looking bad.  They are aware of it.  It is in the system on a long list.  The problem with 
the Federal Government is they need funding.  It is going to take 1-2 years for this house to be 
torn down.  Mr. Zaccardelli spoke to one of the residents there and informed them of the wait.  
They are very concerned about this particular home.  Mr. Zaccardelli will speak to Brian 
Ripley on Saturday, but the National Park said the government would allow the fire 
department to practice on this house if the fire department wants to do a burn.  There is a lot 
of red tape to go through before getting any permits. 

 
 
 



SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP - REGULAR 
 
 

October 12, 2021 
 
 

 
       Page | 4 

 
Mr. DePasquale commented a resident in the general area of Highland and S. Boyden has 
had the power lines come down 3-4 times in the same spot in a four-year time period.  
There was damage to trees and a new driveway.  The resident is concerned that there has 
to be a problem somewhere along that line.  Mr. DePasquale asked whether a letter could 
be written to the utility company and see whether they identified the issue there.  It keeps 
happening at the same spot.  Mr. Snell said a letter could be written.  Mr. Snell said there 
is definitely something going on because they have been on that road numerous times.  
The resident is concerned about safety. 
  
CITIZENS FORUM 
Carol Lewis, 9634 Olde Eight Road, asked whether the trustees could speak to Chief 
Hayes about potentially putting the speed trailer on Olde Eight.  With Twinsburg Road 
closed and Highland Road closed, Olde Eight is getting a lot more traffic.  The beer trucks 
and the cement trucks are flying down Olde Eight about 45-50 miles per hour.  It is not 
that far from the library where there are a lot of pedestrians. 
 
Mr. DePasquale said new trailers have been ordered, but have not come in yet.  The old 
one is beyond repair.  It was either sold on govdeals or sold for parts. 
 
Mr. DePasquale will speak with the chief tomorrow and have them watch that area. 
 
Ms. Lewis said at one time we had a moratorium on the outdoor furnaces and wind 
turbines.  Ms. Lewis asked whether this has expired.  Mr. Snell responded that the 
moratorium has long expired but we removed both of those.  They are not allowed. 
 
Ms. Lewis asked if we sold the one-ton truck, would we have need for another one, or can 
we wait for a year to get a new one.  Mr. DePasquale said we could wait, but the way 
things are selling now Mr. DePasquale thinks we could get a better price for the one-ton 
rather than if we waited a year.  The one-ton is used primarily for cold patch.  We are 
trying to maximize what we can get for it because of the used vehicle market right now.  
Mr. Schweikert said we would like to get $15,000, but was offered about $9,000 on 
govdeals.  We will put it back on govdeals.  It is a 20-year-old truck. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to consider the 
appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of 
a public employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a 
public employee or official specifically set forth in Section 121.22(G)(1) Revised Code. 
Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
ADJOURNED:  7:36 p.m.  RECONVENED:  7:52 p.m. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli stated they were in Executive Session to consider the appointment, 
employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a public 
employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public 
employee or official specifically set forth in Section 121.22(G)(1) Revised Code. 
R/C:  DePasquale-present; Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli stated no decisions were made. 
 
Mr. Snell stated Caroline Wolske, who sits on the Board of Zoning Appeals, has turned in 
her resignation letter for the Board of Zoning Appeals.  The Board of Zoning Appeals will 
be meeting at the end of the month.   Mr. Snell recommended to the trustees that they may 
want to make a motion to appoint someone to that position because we are going to need 
someone to be prepared to handle that.  
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Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to accept Caroline Wolske’s resignation and to appoint Tim 
Black, who is a Sagamore Hills resident who made an inquiry a few years back to sit on any 
appointed boards.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
  
Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to adjourn at 7:53 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 
R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
 
  


